Eye Candy 5: I mpact
By Darrel Priebe

Eye Candy 5: Impact isaset of 10 plug-in filters from Alienskin
for Adobe Photoshop and Photoshop Elements that create special
effects like chrome, bevels, glass buttons, perspective shadows,
and more. These filters will primarily appeal to graphic designers
and Web content creators, but I'll show you how adigital
photographer might use some of these filters, too. All Alienskin
products work on both PC and Mac computers.

All ten filters come with factory presets and easy-to-use sliders to
customize the look of the filter. Eye Candy 5: Impact includes 10
special effects filters for generating brushed metal surfaces, bevels,
glass, mirrored chrome, 3D extrusions, backlights, glows, motion
trails, perspective shadows, stars and other shapes.

The most obvious use for these filtersis on text or graphics. I'll
show you the filters' effects on some simple text, as well as some more artistic examples created
by the program’ s designers. Below are five examples of simple black text converted with the
backlight, bevel, chrome, glass and glow filters. The chrome and glass filters are pretty cool, and
are definitely superior to any effects you could create with Photoshop alone.
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If you have an artistic eye and spend a few minutes with each filter dialing in the effects
you want, you can obtain more professional results like these:

Chrome Brushed Metal

Glass Extrude

Y ou should know that you do have to work with selections to use the Eye Candy 5 filters.
That's easy with text, because every text layer is a separate selection. But if you want to apply
afilter to an image, you must first make a selection of the specific part of the image you wish
to change. For example, in the photograph below, | had to select the riders and the ride to
separate it from the background, before | could apply the Motion Trail filter to theriders. The
text is on a separate layer, and the same filter was applied separately to the text layer. The
Motion Trail filter is a powerful addition to thisimage which enhances the visual effect of
excitement, motion and speed.



“Scream” image by Darrel Priebe

Pros & Cons. Thefilters are easy to install and fairly easy to use and customize, and you can
save your own settings, but the render times are too long. The filter preview window would
often take 5-10 seconds to render afull sized, hi-resimage. The render times were much faster
on smaller text layers. The final rendering times on alarge photographic image were much
longer, up to 60 seconds, which reduces the fun-factor of this neat program. Some of the

filter’ s effects are pretty straightforward and easy to produce, but others are not. | spent some
time trying to duplicate the Backlight filter effect on clouds as shown on the Alienskin website,
and below, but couldn’t duplicate it. This may be due to my selection and original picture
being different than theirs, but it was a disappointment because the effect as shown below was
exciting. | recommend Alienskin add a preset for this effect to help their clients reproduceit.



The dazzling Backlight filter effect on clouds. Unfortunately, | couldn’t duplicate this effect on my own.

Price. Eye Candy 5: Impact is available from the Alienskin website for $99. Upgrades are $49
for registered users of previous versions of Eye Candy. It also comes as part of a5 program
collection that includes 2 additional volumes of the Eye Candy 5 series (Nature & Textures)
and 2 additional programs for $399. On the web, | found the Impact volume for $95, not much
savingsthere! But if you have ateacher or student I.D., it’s only $65 at
www.academicsuperstore.com .

Conclusion. If you need the special effects of the Eye Candy 5: Impact filters for your work,
then the price, which is not cheap, is not an issue. Some of these filters produce beautiful
effects that you can’t equal in Photoshop alone. If you don’t need them, then you probably
wouldn’'t buy them at any cost. For graphic artists and web designers, these filters are afun and
valuable addition to your arsenal of unique effects for text & graphics. If you create flyers,
newsletters or other desktop publishing documents, you may love the specia text and graphic
effects you can create. But for digital photographers, these filters are of limited use. Of course,
the powerful impact of the Motion Trail filter on a single photo, Scream, has convinced me that
| made awise decision to invest in the Eye Candy 5: Impact filters.

Y ou can download afree, unrestricted 30-day trial of this program before buying, so |
recommend you give it atry if interested. The http://www.alienskin.com/ web site lists al their
products, with examples and tutorials.

Program Requirements: Eye Candy 5: Impact is a plug-in and must be used with one of the
following host programs:

M acintosh Hosts:

Adobe Photoshop CS2 9.0.2 or later
Adobe Photoshop Elements 4.0.1 or later
Adobe Fireworks CS3*



Windows Hosts:

Adobe Photoshop 7 or later

Adobe Photoshop Elements 2 or |ater
Adobe Fireworks CS3*

Corel Paint Shop Pro 8 or later
CADLInk SignLab 7.5

System requirements: Eye Candy 5: Impact requires the following:
Macintosh Systems:

PowerPC or Intel processor

256 MB RAM

Mac OS X 10.4.0 or later

All Alien Skin Photoshop plug-ins are now Universal applications.

Windows Systems:

Intel Pentium 3 processor (or compatible)
256 MB RAM
Windows 2000/XP/Vista

Support: The best way to get help isto send email to support@alienskin.com . Include in the
email your name, 12 letter registration code, whether you are using Mac or Windows and the
graphics host program (Photoshop, Paint Shop Pro, Fireworks etc.) you are using. If you need
immediate assistance, US customers should call 888.921.SKIN. Internationa customers call
1.919.832.4124.

Onlineat http://www.alienskin.com you can also find a knowledgebase, forums and tutorials.




